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       DATE:  Wednesday, October 20, 2021

MEETING TIME:  1:00 p.m.

IN KEEPING WITH GOVERNOR NEWSOMS EXECUTIVE ORDERS N-29-20 AND N-35-20,  
THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED BY 
TELECONFERENCE AND WILL NOT BE HELD IN THE MONTEREY ONE WATER 

OFFICES.  

YOU MAY ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING AS FOLLOWS:  
JOIN FROM A PC, MAC, IPAD, IPHONE OR ANDROID DEVICE (NOTE: ZOOM APP MAY 

NEED TO BE DOWNLOADED FOR SAFARI OR OTHER BROWSERS PRIOR TO 
LINKING) BY GOING TO THIS WEB ADDRESS: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81804836060?pwd=L09RdE96ai9yV1VGTitJWTQ3ajNlUT09 
If joining the meeting by phone, dial either of these numbers: 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

If you encounter problems joining the meeting using the link above, you may join from your 
Zoom screen using the following information: 

Meeting ID: 818 0483 6060
Passcode: 598551 

OFFICERS 
Chairperson:  Jon Lear, MPWMD 
Vice-Chairperson:  Tamara Voss, MCWRA 
MEMBERS 

California American Water Company                 City of Del Rey Oaks                         City of 
Monterey                                         City of Sand City                                  City of Seaside                                  

Coastal Subarea Landowners 
 Laguna Seca Property Owners                                               Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency                Monterey Peninsula Water Management District
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Agenda Item 
NOTE:  THIS IS THE SAME AGENDA PACKET THAT WAS SENT OUT EARLIER 

FOR THE OCTOBER 13, 2021 TAC MEETING, WHICH HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED 
TO OCTOBER 20, 2021, EXCEPT THAT THE ZOOM LOG-IN INFORMATION HAS 

BEEN CHANGED TO THAT WHICH IS SHOWN ABOVE. 
ALSO NOTE THAT THIS MEETING WILL START AT 1:00 P.M., NOT THE USUAL 

1:30 P.M. TIME, IN ORDER TO AVOID CONFLICTING WITH ANOTHER 
MEETING LATER THAT DAY. 

1. Public Comments 
2. Administrative Matters: 

A.Approve Minutes from the August 11, 2021 Meeting 
B.Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 

3. Discuss Assumptions and Answers to Questions for Montgomery & Associates to Use 
When Performing Replenishment Water Modeling 

4. Schedule 
5. Other Business  
The next regular meeting is tentatively planned for Wednesday November 17, 2021 at 
1:30 p.m. Note:  This will be the 3rd Wednesday of November, not the normal 2nd 
Wednesday of the month.
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: October 20, 2021

AGENDA ITEM: 2.A

AGENDA TITLE: Approve Minutes from the August 11, 2021 Meeting

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager
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SUMMARY:   

Draft Minutes from this meeting were emailed to all TAC members.  Any changes requested by TAC 
members have been included in the attached version.   

ATTACHMENTS: Minutes from this meeting

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

Approve the minutes

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *
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D-R-A-F-T 
MINUTES 

Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 

August 11, 2021 
(Meeting Held Using Zoom Conferencing) 

Attendees: TAC Members 
City of Seaside – Scott Ottmar 
California American Water – Tim O’Halloran 
City of Monterey – Cody Hennings 
Laguna Seca Property Owners – Wes Leith 
MPWMD – Jon Lear  
MCWRA – Tamara Voss 
City of Del Rey Oaks – John Gaglioti 
City of Sand City – Leon Gomez  
Coastal Subarea Landowners – No Representative 

Watermaster 
Technical Program Manager - Robert Jaques 
Administrative Officer – Laura Paxton 

Consultants 
None 

Others 
None 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
The meeting was convened at 1:33 p.m.  
Note:  Because Jon Lear had to attend to a bid opening at MPWMD, Tamara Voss chaired this meeting. 

1. Public Comments 
There were no public comments. 

2. Administrative Matters: 
A.Approve Minutes from the June 9, 2021 Meeting 
On a motion by Mr. Gaglioti, seconded by Mr. O’Halloran, the minutes were unanimously approved 
as presented. 

B.Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 
Mr. Jaques briefly presented this item and asked for input on whether TAC members wished to 
continue receiving the monthly meeting summaries. 

Mr. Gaglioti, Ms. Voss, and Mr. O’Halloran all said they would like to continue getting the monthly 
meeting summaries, and Mr. Jaques said he would continue including them in the TAC meeting 
agenda packets. 
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C.Information from MPWMD on the Pure Water Monterey Expansion Project Schedule 
Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. There was no other discussion. 

D.Geologic Reports from MCWRA 
Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. There was no other discussion. 

3. Discuss Recommendation to the Board Regarding Preparing a Sustainable Yield Analysis 
Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. 

Mr. Gaglioti commented that the ultimate goal is to protect the basin by replenishing it to achieve 
protective water levels. He went on to say that the TAC needs to get something to the Board in order to 
get the Board started on taking action to protect the basin. He said he agreed that preforming a 
sustainable yield analysis would not result in protecting the basin, because projects such as expansion of 
the Pure Water Monterey Project, or ASR, will not by themselves be able to replenish the basin. 

Mr. O’Halloran said he agreed with Mr. Gaglioti’s comments. He went on to say that the Board needs to 
get started working on plans to replenish the basin, both physical and financial plans. He commented 
that a continued drought will intensify the problem. 

Mr. Lear said he felt the TAC and conclude that the sustainable yield approach was the technically most 
desirable approach for basin management. 

In response to a question from Mr. Gaglioti, Mr. Jaques said his intent was to provide all 3 of the 
attachments from this agenda item to the Board when he prepares his transmittal to the Board with 
regard to performing a sustainable yield analysis. 

Mr. Ottmar said he was comfortable with Mr. Jaques’ recommendation and background information 
being provided to the Board. 

Mr. Lear said that achieving protective water levels could be included within the definition of 
“sustainability” in the preparation of a sustainable yield analysis. 

Ms. Voss commented that once protecting water levels are achieved, the sustainable yield would tell you 
how much you could pump on an ongoing basis without causing damage to the basin. 

Mr. Leith said he agreed with Mr. Jaques, and that the sustainable yield analysis should be revisited at a 
future time when progress in implementing the proposed water supply projects is better known. 

Following further discussion a motion was made by Mr. Gaglioti, seconded by Mr. O’Halloran, that Mr. 
Jaques’ provide to the Board the following TAC recommendation: 

Sustainable Yield (SY) is a technically superior Basin management approach compared to the Natural 
Safe Yield (NSY) approach used in the Decision, and an SY analysis should be performed either now 
or at some point in the future. 

Because of the historical over pumping from the Basin, regardless of the approach that is used for 
Basin management, be it NSY or SY, even reducing pumping levels to match either the NSY or SY 
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pumping levels will not achieve protective groundwater elevations.  This is because these approaches 
only seek to stabilize groundwater levels and do not take into account that the Basin would still be at 
risk of seawater intrusion at some time in the future.  An additional source(s) of water (replenishment 
water) that can be injected into the Basin to raise groundwater levels, and to maintain them at 
protective water levels, will be necessary regardless of which approach is used for Basin 
management.   

The motion also directed Mr. Jaques to place the agenda item asking the Board to approve having 
Montgomery & Associates perform the updated replenishment water modeling (covered in Agenda Item 
4 of today’s meeting) ahead of the SY recommendation in the Board’s upcoming meeting agenda packet. 

The motion passed on a vote of 7 to 1, with Mr. Leith voting no. 

4. Approve Montgomery & Associates RFS No. 2021-01, Amendment No. 2 for Replenishment 
Water Modeling 

Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. 

Mr. Gaglioti and Ms. Voss said they concurred with moving forward with this work. Ms. Voss 
commented that the work should include the climate change optional task.  

On a motion by Mr. O’Halloran, seconded by Mr. Gaglioti, Montgomery and Associates RFS No. 
2021-01, Amendment No. 2, including the optional climate change task, was approved on a vote of 7 to 
1, with Mr. Leith voting no. 

5. Approve Monitoring and Management Program (M&MP) for FY 2022 
Mr. Jaques briefly summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. 

On a motion by Mr. Gaglioti, seconded by Mr. O’Halloran, the 2022 Monitoring and Management 
Program was approved. 

6. Approve the FY 2022 Monitoring and Management Program (M&MP) Operations and Capital 
Budgets 

Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. 

Mr. Ottmar asked if the 2022 assessments to fund the Monitoring and Management Program would be 
lower, if the replenishment water modeling update work is performed in 2021. Mr. Jaques responded that 
the assessments would be lower if that work was performed this year rather than in 2022. 

On a motion by Mr. Gaglioti, seconded by Mr. Ottmar, the Monitoring and Management Program 
Operations and Capital Budgets for 2022 were unanimously approved. 

Ms. Voss asked Mr. Lear for an update on Monitoring Well FO-9 Shallow. Mr. Lear responded that he 
had just opened a bid for $25,000 from Maggiora Brothers to destroy the existing well, and that only one 
bid had been received. With regard to installing a new well to replace the existing one, he said that the 
Water Supply Planning Committee did not take any action on that item at its recent meeting. 

7. Approve Initial RFSs for Montgomery & Associates, MPWMD, Martin Feeney, and Todd 
Groundwater for 2022 
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 Mr. Jaques briefly summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. 

On a motion by Mr. O’Halloran, seconded by Mr. Gaglioti, these contracts were approved with Mr. Lear 
abstaining. 

8. Schedule 
Mr. Jaques reported that there does not appear to be any need to have a TAC meeting in either September 
or October, and that the next TAC meeting would likely be held on the third Wednesday, not the second 
Wednesday, in November, which will be November 17. He went on to say that he would send out an 
email to confirm this, or to update this, prior to the normal September and October meeting dates. 

9. Other Business  
There was no other business. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:38 PM.
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: October 20, 2021

AGENDA ITEM: 2.B

AGENDA TITLE: Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

At the State level: 
Since my last update I have not received anything from the State that impacts the Watermaster. 

At the Monterey County level:    
Attached are summaries of meetings held in September 2021. 

ATTACHMENTS: Meeting Summaries

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

None required – information only
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SUMMARY OF  
PURE WATER MONTEREY,   

SALINAS VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY, AND  
MARINA  COAST WATER DISTRICT GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY  

ZOOM MEETINGS  
IN SEPTEMBER 2021 

Note: This is a synopsis of information from these meetings that may be of interest to the Seaside Basin 
Watermaster 

SVBGSA Monterey Subbasin GSP Committee Special Meeting September 8, 2021: 
There was significant discussion of issues affecting the Seaside Basin at this meeting.  Topics discussed 
included: 

• On September 9 the complete Draft Monterey Subbasin GSP will go to the SVBGSA Board of 
Directors for approval to release the draft document for public review. That will start a 90-day 
comment period.  In December the completed revised Draft will be available for review and 
finalization before submitting it to DWR by the submittal deadline which is the end of January 
2022. 

• Another meeting of the subbasin GSP committee will be held in either late October or early 
November so that edits that are being made to the draft GSP can be reviewed and discussed by the 
committee. 

• The Paso Robles and Santa Margarita aquifers operate as a single aquifer within the Corral de 
Tierra area because there is no aquiclude in that area that separates them. 

• Some months ago it was estimated that the corral de Tierra subarea is overdrafted by about 1000 
acre-feet per year. That analysis was done before the Monterey subbasin model had been 
completed. Using the model, the overdraft is now found to be much greater, approximate 2803 
acre-feet per year. This figure is considered by Derrik Williams to be more reliable because it is 
based on a more complete basin analysis.  However, work is still in progress to refine this figure. 
More data is needed to understand why groundwater levels are declining so much, 27 feet since 
2000. 

• The current modeling indicates that even if all Corral de Tierra pumping was stopped, sustainability 
in that subarea could not be achieved. This is largely because a lot of water flows out of that 
subarea and into adjacent subareas and subbasins. 

• The Monterey Subbasin GSP has turned out to be a very difficult and complex one to develop. This 
has resulted in a hurried time schedule in late 2021 to get it completed in time for submittal by the 
January 2022 deadline. 

• In order to achieve sustainability in the Corral de Tierra subarea it may be necessary to provide 
replenishment water to the subarea in addition to reducing pumping and implementing other 
projects and management actions. 

• Much of the previously provided information is being revised as the new Monterey Subbasin 
Groundwater Model is being applied to the subbasin by EKI. 

• Sarah Hardgrave feels a regional supplemental water supply project will be necessary to help 
achieve sustainability within the greater Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin, including the 
Monterey Subbasin. 

• Abby Ostovar of Montgomery and Associates, in response to a question I asked, said that the 
figures in the draft GSP that show interim milestone groundwater levels is not based on specific 
projects and management actions being implemented. Rather, it is a hypothetical depiction of the 
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rate of change in groundwater levels that would be needed to achieve the desired groundwater 
levels within the 20-year time period allowed under SGMA.  I said that it was not clear to the 
reader that this was the case, and asked that this be clarified in the chapter where those figures 
appear. 

• Prior to this meeting I submitted written comments on Draft Chapters 6 and 10.  There was no 
detailed discussion of those chapters at this meeting, only an overview presentation on the entire 
GSP with some questions and answers on it. 

SVBGSA Advisory Committee Meeting September 16, 2021: 
Topics discussed at this meeting which are of interest to the watermaster included: 

• The draft of the entire Monterey Subbasin GSP was presented to the Advisory Committee for 
review and discussion. 

• Some concerns were expressed about whether the 2008 groundwater level Sustainable Management 
Criteria for the corral de Tierra subarea could be met. 

• The hydrogeologic connection between the Seaside Subbasin and the Monterey Subbasin is still 
being evaluated. The EKI model shows about 400 acre-feet per year of water is flowing from the 
Corral de Tierra subarea into the Laguna Seca Subarea, and about 3,000 acre-feet per year is 
flowing out of the Northern Inland Subarea of the Seaside Subbasin and into the Marina-Ord 
Subarea of the Monterey Subbasin. 

• Historically there has been about 2,800 acre-feet per year of loss in storage in the Corral de Tierra 
subarea, and currently the annual loss in storage is about 1,800 acre-feet per year. 

• The Corral de Tierra Subarea groundwater levels are projected to be about 30 feet below the 2008 
historical groundwater levels at the end of the 20 year GSP implementation period. 

• All of the representative monitoring system wells in the Corral de Tierra Subarea are currently 
below the Minimum Threshold levels in the GSP. 

• Naturally occurring arsenic exceeds Drinking Water Standards in about 39% of the 33 sampled 
wells in the Corral de Tierra Subarea. 

• The corral de Tierra groundwater levels continue to decline, and a decline 27 feet since 2000. It is 
not clear why groundwater levels are falling so much. 

• A lack of extraction (pumping) data makes it difficult to model sustainable yield for this Subarea. 
• It is estimated that a large regional desalination plant would produce water at about $2,900 per 

acre-feet for a plant size to produce 15,000 acre-feet per year. The feedwater for the desalination 
plant would be water taken from the proposed extraction barrier wells along the coastline of the 
180/400-foot Subbasin. 

• The Request for Qualification Statements for the Deep Aquifer Study has been released. The 
SVBGSA hopes to select the consultant team by the first of the year. 

Pure Water Monterey Water Quality and Operations Committee Meeting September 22, 2021: 
Topics discussed at this meeting which are of interest to the watermaster included: 

• Deep injection wells 3 and 4 are both scheduled to begin operation with their first injection in 
December 2021. 

• The extrinsic tracer study has been submitted to the Division of Drinking Water and their comments 
have been received. M1W plans to respond to those comments on September 23. If they are 
satisfactory to the Division of Drinking Water, M1W plans to start the extrinsic tracer study early 
in the week of September 27. 

• New log reduction credits are being pursued for chlorine contact time and chloramines. Several 
meetings have been held with the Division of Drinking Water on this topic already. They hope to 
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begin bench testing to generate data to submit to the Division of Drinking Water, and hope to get 
approval for these additional log reduction credits by the end of this year. 

• All water quality parameters currently are being met, but a few parameters are showing a gradual 
increase. 

• With regard to the ASR project, MPWMD is getting ready to submit a technical report to allow the 
newest ASR wells to be used for drinking water injection. Also, a new pipeline that will allow 
simultaneous ASR extraction and Pure Water Monterey injection is about to start construction. 

• The next meeting will be held on November 17, and will probably be the last meeting of this 
committee in 2021. 

Seawater Intrusion Work Group (SWIG) Meeting September 27, 2021: 
This meeting was primarily devoted to an informational presentation on the seawater extraction barrier 
that is a proposed project in the GSP for the 180/400-foot Aquifer Subbasin.  It would consist of a number 
of wells near the coast and paralleling it.  They would extract groundwater, thus creating a groundwater 
elevation depression and a flow-divide that would keep seawater from moving inland.  As a consequence 
of this pumping, some water (fresh water) from within the inland portion of the subbasin would also be 
extracted.  Several options were presented including disposing of the extracted water to the ocean, or 
reusing it following desalination and either injecting it into the aquifer for recharge or delivering it as a 
water supply source. 

There was general support for this project as a seawater intrusion mitigation measure, but there were 
major concerns about the high cost and how it could ever be funded. 

Other projects will be discussed in upcoming meetings.  At this point the group is focusing on getting a 
feel for what types of projects seem the most beneficial to pursue.  Concurrently, a seawater intrusion 
model is under development, and an RFQ for a study of the Deep Aquifers has been sent out. 
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 SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: October 20, 2021

AGENDA ITEM: 3

AGENDA TITLE: Discuss Assumptions and Answers to Questions for Montgomery & 
Associates to Use When Performing Replenishment Water Modeling

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY:   
At its August and September meetings the TAC and the Board, respectively, approved a contract with 
Montgomery & Associates to perform modeling of the Basin to update earlier modeling work to 
determine the quantity of replenishment water that will need to be added to the Basin to achieve 
protective groundwater elevations. 

In conjunction with performing this updated modeling, Montgomery & Associates needs to make 
certain assumptions.  In order to ensure that the TAC finds these assumptions to be reasonable and 
appropriate, Pascual Benito, the Montgomery & Associates staff member who will be performing this 
modeling, will make a presentation and invite questions/comments from the TAC at today’s meeting. 

Attached is a background paper prepared by Mr. Benito that describes the work to be performed.  
Within that document there are several yellow-highlighted sections describing assumptions to be used 
in the modeling, as well as questions that need to be answered.  These are the assumptions he wishes to 
obtain TAC confirmation of, and the answers to questions he would like the TAC to provide, before 
moving forward with the work.   

Mr. Benito will be making his presentation by PowerPoint, and a copy of that presentation will be 
provided by a separate email to TAC members prior to the meeting.  His presentation will focus on the 
assumptions and questions themselves, whereas the attached paper includes both assumptions and the 
modeling methodology that will be used. 

Following any revisions to the assumptions that result from today’s discussion, and answers to 
questions that are provided, the TAC will be requested to approve the assumptions and answers so that 
Montgomery & Associates can proceed with this work. 
  

ATTACHMENTS: Paper from Montgomery & Associates describing the replenishment 
water modeling work, with assumptions and questions highlighted in 
yellow

RECOMMENDED  
ACTION:  

Approve, or provide revisions to, these assumptions and provide 
answers to these questions
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: October 20, 2021

AGENDA ITEM: 4

AGENDA TITLE: Schedule 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY:   
As a regular part of each monthly TAC meeting, I will provide the TAC with an updated Schedule of 
the activities being performed by the Watermaster, its consultants, and the public entity (MPWMD) 
which are performing certain portions of the work.  

Attached is the updated schedule for 2021 activities.   

The next TAC meeting will be on the 3rd, not the 2nd, Wednesday of November – November 17, 2021. 

ATTACHMENTS:  Schedule of Work Activities for FY 2021 

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

Provide Input to Technical Program Manager Regarding Any 
Corrections or Additions to the Schedules
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: October 20, 2021

AGENDA ITEM: 5

AGENDA TITLE: Other Business 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY:   
The “Other Business” agenda item is intended to provide an opportunity for TAC members or others 
present at the meeting to discuss items not on the agenda that may be of interest to the TAC. 

ATTACHMENTS: None

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

None required – information only
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